
NOTICE OF CHANGE IN PHOTO POLICY

To all MLS Participant Brokers and Agent Subscribers:

Effective January 2, 2004 the MLS will place into effect the following listing photo policy:

1. The MLS will no longer automatically take a picture of each single family, townhouse, or condo submitted as a new listing.

2. The default field for “Picture Provided By” on the new listing input form will be changed from “Photographer” to “Agent” – thereby making it the listing agent’s responsibility to take and upload to the MLS, the primary picture of the property   The ability of listing agents to upload additional photos and/or virtual tours remains unchanged. 

(A listing agent not wanting to provide a primary photo, upon entering a new listing, may order a photo to be taken by the MLS merely by modifying the “Picture Provided By” field from “agent” to “photographer”.  A $15 fee will be incurred and invoiced)

3. After 14 calendar days, from the listing entry date, any residential property listing in the MLS that does not have a primary photo will be photographed by the MLS and the listing agent/broker will be invoiced by the MLS in the amount of $25.00 

4. Once the MLS initiates the photo of the property per #3 above the $25 fee will be imposed even if the listing agent uploads a photo or replaces the MLS photo with an agent submitted photo. 

Why this change and why now?

The current MLS provided photo policy was begun under the prior DOS Stellar MLS when photo upload was difficult and agents rarely submitted photos. 

The current Rapattoni MLS utilizing the Internet makes uploading photos easy – plus Internet exposure of listings to the public makes property photos a basic requirement.

The cost savings the MLS will receive will be reinvested into our participation in the MLS Alliance – your access to listings throughout most of So. Calif.  all in one search PLUS the development of an offline software (like Stellar Alteria) that will allow you to download the MLS to a desktop or laptop computer.

Thank you for your membership and support.  If you have questions please do not hesitate to contact us or email larry@real-property.com
